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G. Charter has disappeared from  the ro ll, and Dr. T im othy Lee is ow ner 
and occupier o f a house and land in Smith Street.
The Rev. M r. Charter preached his fa re w e ll sermon on 27th September 
1885, and was leaving to live  in re tirem ent at C roydon a w eek or so 
later ("Illaw a rra  M ercu ry ," 29th September, 1885). Dr. Lee's rem oval from  
M arket Square to Smith Street, corner o f Corrim al Street, is reported in the 
"W o llongong  A rgus", 6th January, 1886. A  C ongregational manse was 
erected in 1886.
A fte r Dr. Lee's death in 1919 Little M ilton  became a board ing  house 
conducted by his three daughters. Miss Isobei Lee, the  last su rv iv ing  
daughter, d ied in 1970, and the proceeds o f the sale o f the property , 
w hich is now  in the hands o f trustees, w il l  go to charity.
—  M. McD.
T. H. HUXLEY AND ILLAWARRA —  A Note upon a N on-event:
The more rom antic a story, it seems, the less do some historians like  
to  discard it. The legend o f T. H. Huxley's v is it to  Jam beroo has recently 
been innocently  repeated in our Bulle tin .
The earliest account one can find  o f th is is in, o f  all places, James 
Jervis's "Illa w a rra : A  C entury o f H istory, 1788-1888" (Journal R.A.H.S. 
V o l. 28, p. 156). There he narrates how  H uxley w en t to  Jam beroo, 
add ing  the circum stantia l deta il o f tra ve llin g  on a buckboard buggy; the 
young man is supposed to have stayed at the inn, and there m et Henrietta 
H eathorn, his fu tu re  b ride  (and w ha t, one may ask, was an early V ictorian 
miss o f undoubted respectab ility  do ing  in such a place at such a tim e , 
hard by her ow n home?).
A n yh o w , they fe ll in love, a lleged ly  met again in Sydney at a dance 
at Dawes Point, and later m arried. Yet despite the corrobora tive  detail 
o f the buggy and the Dawes Point dance, perhaps in tended, to  adapt 
G ilbe rtian  phraseology, to g ive  an a ir o f artistic ve ris im ilitude  to  an 
o therw ise  bald and unconvincing narra tive, the story is s im p ly not true. 
One w o u ld  like  to  know  its o rig in , because that model o f re lia b ility , the 
late James Jervis, quotes no au thority  fo r  his statement. A nd  o f course 
he w ou ld  be the last person to inven t it.
On the o ther hand, w e  have it on the best o f authorities, Mrs. 
Huxley herse lf, tha t she had le ft Jam beroo years before she m et her 
fu tu re  husband. In her charm ing artic le, "P ictures o f Austra lian Life 
1843-44" (Cornhill Magazine 1911, pp. 770-781) she describes her arriva l 
in Sydney, her journey to Jam beroo (w here her fa the r was manager o f 
the W oodstock m ills  and brew ery), her life  there, and her return to 
Sydney. Two years later, w hen Henrietta was a confirm ed Sydneyite,
H.M.S. Rattlesnake put in at Sydney on her exp lo ring  voyage under 
Captain O w en Stanley, num bering  amongst her personnel the dark, 
b rood ing  but o ften  m erry young scientist w ho , as "D arw in 's  b u lld o g ", 
was later to  revo lu tion ize  b io log ica l science. It was in Sydney, according 
to each party, that he met H enrietta, there being no evidence tha t Huxley 
ever w en t to Jam beroo or even that he had any op p o rtu n ity  to do so. 
But the rest o f the story is true  enough, how  they became engaged and 
m arried in England, a fte r a separation o f e igh t years, thereby found ing  
tha t b r illia n t fa m ily  that has added so much to m odern science and art.
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So the legend is c learly w ro n g  insofar as it concerns Jam beroo, bu t 
the true  story is nevertheless still a good one. Everyone likes a story o f 
true  love, and th is is ve ry  much the  narra tion o f the beg inn ing  o f a life ­
long m utual devo tion  w h ich  m igh t bear te llin g  in a fu tu re  issue o f this 
Bulle tin . M eanw h ile , perhaps th is note w il l  scotch the legend o f the 
Jam beroo m eeting o f th is fam ous couple, how ever re g re tfu lly  fo r  local 
historians, and set the record stra igh t once and fo r  all.
E. B.
PUBS, TOMBSTONES AND BIG GUNS :
Sunday, March 25 —  and the w eather came good just in tim e  fo r 
the Bare Island excursion. Though there had been little  chance fo r  
advance p ub lic ity , the  bus was com fo rtab ly  fu ll —  you could see the 
w e ig h t lif t in g  fro m  the Treasurer's shoulders.
M orn ing  tea was at the Camellia Garden at C aringbah. W e had been 
there on the Como tr ip  o n ly  last A ugust, and w e re  g rea tly  impressed 
by the progress since then. C ontinu ing  via Captain Cook Bridge, General 
Holmes Drive and Botany, w e  tu rned o ff Botany Road round a to ta lly  
ind is tingu ished suburban pub labelled "S ir Joseph Banks H o te l," to  be 
confron ted w ith  the o ve rw he lm ing  g rand ios ity  (now , w orse luck, 
d is tinc tly  shabby and dow n-at-heel) o f the o ld  Sir Joseph Banks. Behind 
th is enorm ous b u ild in g  o f the e ighties was a much o lde r b u ild in g  —  
p robab ly  the  o rig ina l "Banks Inn " o f the 1840's —  facing Botany Bay.
For w e ll over h a lf a century this was one o f the  most popu la r ho liday 
spots in Austra lia . The pleasure grounds covered 22 acres, made p ro ­
vis ion fo r  cricket, bow ls  and archery, and included the  firs t Zoological 
Garden in the colony. The hotel was fam ous especially fo r  its professional 
foo t-rac ing  contests. On pub lic  holidays thousands flocked to the grounds.
The hotel flourished w e ll in to  th is century —  M r. Tier con tributed 
his recollections o f visits as a small boy, and an eye-w itness account o f 
one o f W irth 's  elephants loose in a ne ighbouring  Chinese garden.
Then it fe ll on evil days, was delicensed, and is now  le t ou t in 
flats. If it  is not listed fo r  preservation, it should be; not, perhaps, as an 
architectural masterpiece, bu t as a specimen o f eve ry th ing  tha t appealed 
to  the pub lic  taste o f the eighties.
The next stop was the  Botany (or Bunnerong) Cem etery, h istoric 
because to it  w ere  transferred  most o f the remains from  the o ld  Sandhills 
(Devonshire St.) Cem etery, the  princ ipa l cem etery o f Sydney from  1820 
t i l l  the early  sixties. By the end o f the  century it was " in  a shocking 
state o f neg lect". A t the  same tim e  its southern ne ighbour, the o ld  Sydney 
ra ilw a y  station, had reached the lim it o f unp lanned piecemeal g ro w th  and 
had become alm ost unw orkab le .
The G overnm ent decided to w ip e  out tw o  blots on the  landscape 
sim ultaneously by b u ild in g  a new  station on the cem etery site. This 
invo lved  fin d in g  reasonably suitable a lte rna tive  accom m odation fo r  the 
evicted tenants. Botany was selected; tram  tracks w ere  la id in to  both 
cemeteries; and the deceased, w ith  headstones, moved to  th e ir new  
abode by steam tram . A ny  relatives s till around w ere  o ffered a free 
ride w ith  the  loved one to  attend the re-interm ent.
